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MINUTES 
CARBONDALE PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION 

April 7, 2021 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Susan Johnson called the virtual meeting of the Carbondale Public Arts Commission to 
order at 5:30 pm on April 7, 2021. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

CPAC Members:  
 

Ann Harris, Co-Chairperson 
Susan Johnson, Co-Chairperson 
Joe Burleigh, Member 
Carol Klein, Member 
Britni Johnson, Member 
Brian Colley, Member 
David Thickman, Member 
Kris Elice, Member 
Suzanne Frazier, Member 
 

Town Staff Present: Luis Yllanes, Board of Trustees Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards & Commissions Clerk 

 
  
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: David moved to approve the minutes from the February 3, 2021 
meeting.  Joe seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA 
There was no one present, not on the agenda, to address the Commission. 
 
CPAC BUDGET 
Susan noted that the year-to-date expenses are $272.70, primarily for costs related to 
printing the AAT postcards and installing the brochure boxes. 
 
Motion Passed: Britni moved to approve the Carbondale Public Arts budget as 
updated through March 31,2021.  Joe seconded the motion, and it was unanimously 
approved. 
 
AAT ARTIST DEINSTALL AND INSTALL UPDATE 
Susan relayed Laurie’s update that everything is moving forward smoothly and most 
artists would like to schedule their installation close to June 2, and plan to be available 
for the AAT Walk Around Town. 
David asked about the status of the banner that was approved for last year’s AAT event. 
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Susan acknowledged that action on it had fallen through the cracks because of the 
pandemic. 
Kris added that she had a contact willing to design and execute the banner and would 
just charge for the materials.  She asked where the banner would be installed because 
of current construction activities where banners are usually posted at the roundabout.  
She pointed out that if a banner is installed at two different locations, they may need to 
be two different sizes.  Kris asked if CPAC members would like to keep the logo from 
previous events or if they would like to change it. 
Britni asked if it was possible to put the banner on the fence that is on the right as one 
enters the roundabout at the intersection of Highway 133 and Main Street.  She also 
suggested having the artist present a draft banner design that CPAC could then 
comment on. 
Kris agreed to check with Laurie concerning the banner locations and sizes and will get 
a cost estimate for the next meeting. 
Susan added that the banner is usually put up in mid-May and she would like to see it 
stay up through mid-June to advertise the fact that new sculptures are installed. 
 
Suzanne volunteered to check with Mike Kennedy about using the fence, if needed. 
 
“THE BEAR” SCULPTURE UPDATE 
Susan relayed Laurie’s update that the BOT has voted and accepted the sculpture.  
Public Works will install it mid to late April as scheduling and weather allows. 
 
AAT ARTIST AND TOWN RECEPTION 
Ann noted that the Walk Around Town and artist reception is scheduled for Thursday, 
June 3.  She spoke with Jared at the Village Smithy several weeks ago about hosting 
the event.  He welcomed CPAC to use the lawn area, but noted that under the current 
Covid guidelines, food would need to be served on the patio or within the restaurant.  
Ann has also discussed the event with Carbondale Clay Center—which CPAC had 
chosen to host the event last year—and they would also be willing to host the reception.  
Ann added that the Carbondale Clay Center will be putting up a big tent on their lawn in 
the next few weeks, they are also willing to apply for a liquor license and engage a food 
truck for the event.  CPAC can utilize money in the budget to purchase appetizers as 
well as drink vouchers for the artists.  Ann pointed out that one of the reasons the Clay 
Center is attractive as a venue is the space to move around and outside which might 
make more people comfortable under the current circumstances. 
 
Britni added that she would like to support the Clay Center. 
 
Kris agreed with Britni and liked the Clay Center location for an outdoor event. 
 
Carol also liked the Clay Center option but noted that CPAC has previously hosted good 
events at the Village Smithy. 
 



3 
 

Ann admitted that the Village Smithy has been a good venue but pointed out that the 
last reception didn’t have many participants.  She added that under the current Covid 
protocols she would like to have more space for people to move around.  She also 
pointed out that the Clay Center is an art venue and there will be a new show installed 
for the June First Friday that will be available for viewing during the reception. 
 
Brian and Suzanne both prefer the Clay Center for the reception. 
 
David commented that he understood the preference for the Clay Center but noted that 
the Village Smithy also has artwork and outdoor space and may also be more centrally 
located to the new sculpture installations. 
 
Britni understood David’s reasoning but noted that there is more outdoor space at the 
Clay Center.  She wondered if there was a possibility to partner with the Marble 
Distillery for the event. 
 
Susan asked for a show of hands on the proposed reception venue.  Six preferred the 
Carbondale Clay Center and two preferred the Village Smithy. 
 
AAT WALK AROUND TOWN 
Susan proposed that the Walk Around Town be divided into smaller groups with a 
CPAC member to lead each group.  The group will gather in front of Town Hall and the 
Walk Around Town will begin at about 5:30 pm.  The number of groups will be 
contingent upon current Covid protocols and the number of people that show up. 
 
Joe noted that he would prefer one large group. 
 
Susan responded that some people may not yet be comfortable in a large group.  She 
would prefer at least two groups. 
 
Luis added that because the event is outdoor, the number of people that will be allowed 
to congregate together can be larger, but comfort level is also important.  He wondered 
if it would be possible to have people RSVP for planning purposes. 
 
David asked if artists will be stationed at their artwork. 
 
Susan responded that that was the plan.  She added that it seemed like more of the 
artists want to participate this year. 
 
David noted that it might be more challenging for artists to address one large group 
compared to several smaller groups. 
 
Britni reminded the group that that was what sparked the discussion about smaller 
groups in the first place.  She supported Luis’ suggestion about an RSVP. 
 



4 
 

David added that if there are commitments from the artists to be here for the Walk 
Around Town, that might also spark the community’s interest. 
 
Susan agreed that it was a good idea to try to describe the events better on the CPAC 
social media with a request for an RSVP.  She also noted that there will still be artist’ 
statements for those artists not able to attend.  Susan added that all event details will be 
finalized at the May meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The February 3, 2021, regular meeting adjourned at 6:05 pm.  The next regularly 
scheduled meeting will be on March 3, 2021 at 5:30 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


